Be Strong and Courageous

 This past weekend I had the honor to attend the Lads to Leaders/Leaderettes convention in Orlando, Florida. While it wasn’t my first time attending, it was the first year that my daughter, who is 6yo, participated in an on-site event. The theme was Be Strong and Courageous. My daughter participated in songs of praise and oral Bible reading. While I watched her and the other participants lead singing, read Bible passages, participate in debate, or read a speech in front of a group of women, the majority of whom they likely didn’t know, I thought about how fitting the theme was. It took courage for those young ladies, kids, to participate at this convention; courage I don’t know that I would’ve had at their age and courage I don’t always have now as an adult. 
Since coming back from the convention I have decided to study more about being strong and courageous. I started a study of Joshua as that is the book most of us tend to think of when we hear the phrase “be strong and courageous” as it is written at least 4 times in the first chapter alone.  My hope for you in the coming days and beyond is that you will learn to be strong and courageous in the faith. Choose to do the difficult things in life that may present more of a challenge but ultimately are likely more rewarding too. Encourage those around you to do the same and remember, as Joshua 1:9 says “…Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” (NKJV)
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